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                                O you men who think or say that I am malevolent stubborn or misanthropic: How greatly do you wrong me: You do not 
                                know the secret causes of my seeming: From childhood my heart and mind were disposed to the gentle feelings of good 
                                will: I was even ever eager to accomplish great deeds but reflect now that for six years I have been a hopeless case 
                                aggravated by senseless physicians: Cheated year after year in the hope of improvement: Finally compelled to face the 
                                prospect of a lasting malady whose cure will take years or perhaps be impossible: Born with an ardent and lively 
                                temperament even susceptible to the diversions of society: I was compelled early to isolate myself: To live in loneliness 
                                when I at times tried to forget all this: O how harshly was I repulsed by the doubly sad experience of my bad hearing and 
                                yet it was impossible for me to say to men speak louder: Shout: For I am deaf. Ah how could I possibly admit such an 
                                infirmity in the one sense which should have been more perfect in me than in others: A sense which I once possessed in 
                                highest perfection: A perfection such as few surely in my profession enjoy or have enjoyed: O I cannot do it therefore 
                                forgive me when you see me draw back when I would gladly mingle with you: My misfortune is doubly painful because it 
                                must lead to my being misunderstood: For me there can be no recreations in society of my fellows: Refined intercourse: 
                                Mutual exchange of thought: Only just as little as the greatest needs command disposition: Although I sometimes ran 
                                counter to it yielding to my inclination for society but what a humiliation when one stood beside me and heard a flute in 
                                the distance and I heard nothing or someone heard the shepherd singing and again I heard nothing: Such incidents 
                                brought me to the verge of despair: But little more and I would have put an end to my life: Only art it was that withheld 
                                me: It seemed impossible to leave the world until I had produced all that I felt called upon me to produce: And so I 
                                endured this wretched existence: Truly wretched: An excitable body which a sudden change can throw from the best into 
                                the worst state: Patience it is said that I must now choose for my guide: I have done so: I hope my determination will 
                                remain firm to endure until it please the inexorable parcae to break the thread: Perhaps I shall get better: Perhaps not: I 
                                am prepared: Forced already in my 28th year to become a philosopher: O it is not easy: Less easy for the artist than for 
                                anyone else: Divine One thou lookest into my inmost soul: Thou knowest it: Thou knowest that love of man and desire to 
                                do good live therein: O men: When some day you read these words reflect that you did me wrong and let the unfortunate 
                                one comfort himself and find one of his kind who despite all obstacles of nature yet did all that was in his power to be 
                                accepted among worthy artists and men: With joy I hasten towards death: If it comes before I shall have had an 
                                opportunity to show all my artistic capacities it will still come too early for me despite my hard fate and I shall probably 
                                wish it had come later: But even then I am satisfied: Will it not free me from my state of endless suffering? Come when 
                                thou will I shall meet thee bravely: Farewell and do not wholly forget me when I am dead: I deserve this of you in having 
                                often in life thought of you and how to make you happy: Be so: Ludwig van Beethoven: Heiligenstadt: October 6th: 1802: 
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Sketches for the 'Pastoral' Symphony (no. 6 in F Major, op.68). Ludwig van Beethoven, 1808 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ABSTRACT 
 
 

                                O you men who think or say that I am malevolent stubborn or misanthropic: How greatly do you wrong me: You do not 
                                know the secret causes of my seeming: From childhood my heart and mind were disposed to the gentle feelings of good 
                                will: I was even ever eager to accomplish great deeds but reflect now that for six years I have been a hopeless case 
                                aggravated by senseless physicians: Cheated year after year in the hope of improvement: Finally compelled to face the 
                                prospect of a lasting malady whose cure will take years or perhaps be impossible: Born with an ardent and lively 
                                temperament even susceptible to the diversions of society: I was compelled early to isolate myself: To live in loneliness 
                                when I at times tried to forget all this: O how harshly was I repulsed by the doubly sad experience of my bad hearing and 
                                yet it was impossible for me to say to men speak louder: Shout: For I am deaf. Ah how could I possibly admit such an 
                                infirmity in the one sense which should have been more perfect in me than in others: A sense which I once possessed in 
                                highest perfection: A perfection such as few surely in my profession enjoy or have enjoyed: O I cannot do it therefore 
                                forgive me when you see me draw back when I would gladly mingle with you: My misfortune is doubly painful because it 
                                must lead to my being misunderstood: For me there can be no recreations in society of my fellows: Refined intercourse: 
                                Mutual exchange of thought: Only just as little as the greatest needs command disposition: Although I sometimes ran 
                                counter to it yielding to my inclination for society but what a humiliation when one stood beside me and heard a flute in 
                                the distance and I heard nothing or someone heard the shepherd singing and again I heard nothing: Such incidents 
                                brought me to the verge of despair: But little more and I would have put an end to my life: Only art it was that withheld 
                                me: It seemed impossible to leave the world until I had produced all that I felt called upon me to produce: And so I 
                                endured this wretched existence: Truly wretched: An excitable body which a sudden change can throw from the best into 
                                the worst state: Patience it is said that I must now choose for my guide: I have done so: I hope my determination will 
                                remain firm to endure until it please the inexorable parcae to break the thread: Perhaps I shall get better: Perhaps not: I 
                                am prepared: Forced already in my 28th year to become a philosopher: O it is not easy: Less easy for the artist than for 
                                anyone else: Divine One thou lookest into my inmost soul: Thou knowest it: Thou knowest that love of man and desire to 
                                do good live therein: O men: When some day you read these words reflect that you did me wrong and let the unfortunate 
                                one comfort himself and find one of his kind who despite all obstacles of nature yet did all that was in his power to be 
                                accepted among worthy artists and men: With joy I hasten towards death: If it comes before I shall have had an 
                                opportunity to show all my artistic capacities it will still come too early for me despite my hard fate and I shall probably 
                                wish it had come later: But even then I am satisfied: Will it not free me from my state of endless suffering? Come when 
                                thou will I shall meet thee bravely: Farewell and do not wholly forget me when I am dead: I deserve this of you in having 
                                often in life thought of you and how to make you happy: Be so: Ludwig van Beethoven: Heiligenstadt: October 6th: 1802: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

   



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


