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                                                                                              was b orn 
                                                                                            son Augs 
                                                                                                 ust 26: 
                                                                                                 1937: 
                                                                                                  At St.                        Vincent’s Hosp 
                                              i tal: New York Ci                    ty: N                     ew York: USA: John  
                                        Perreault’s favorite activity               as a ch                ild was staring at things:  
                                     Reading: John Perreault’s first          job was             picking blueberries on a blue 
                                  berry farm: John Perreault’s mothe       rwas born        in Springfield: Massachusetts:  
                               USA: John Perreault’s father was born     in Springf      ield: Massachusetts: USA: as a child  
                              John Perreault lived in New York City:  USA: The J    ersey Shore: Asbury Park: New Jersey: 
                             USA:  Belmar: New Jersey: USA: Nep  tune: New J  ersey: USA: As a child John Perreault 
                            loved the ocean: Now: John Perreault   lives in New York City: As an adult John Perreault 
                           loves the ocean: John Perreault’s favorite animal is Dog: John Perreault’s favorite idea is that 
                           the universe is a gigantic machine for making poetry: John Perreault’s favorite object is a flat  
                            stone he found on the beach: John Perreault has earned his living as an art critic: Curator: Poet: 
                             Artist. From 1966 to 1974 John Perreault was the art critic for the Village Voice and then 
                               from 1975 to 1983 the senior art critic and art editor at the Soho News. John Perreault’s 
                                writings on art have appeared in Art In America: Artforum: And numerous art journals 
                                 and anthologies. From 1978 to 1981 he was the president of the American section of 
                                   the international association of art critics. In 2002 John Perreault won the Penny Mc 
                                     Call Foundation award for art criti     cism: No     w retired: As it were: John Perreault 
                                       earns a little by writing about art:    The aim     of the art of John Perreault is to 
                                           mend the world: The aim of the lif   e of John      Perreault is to mend the world: 
                                           And now I will say farewell to   you: And I     will sing of another kind man 
                                         of Art far seer over the huge ga   p in exist     ence between the art that is pro 
                                        duced and the art that gets the f    urious att    ention that comes and goes like 
                                         a spotlight shooting around a d   ark cave p   acked with art works art shirks 
                                          art sharks art larks art geniuse   s art mean    y uses art gawkers art hawkers 
                                            art screamers art beamers ar    t ravers art    favors art payers art nayors 
                                                art perception meditators     art receptio      n hesitators art phony sigh 
                                                  blands art coney islands     15 second      art stars and 15 second 
                                                     real farts and sublime       miracles        of life pretending they’re 
                                                       just plain humans like          bright            butterflies turning to 
                                                          dark moths turning           sizzled              into light bright 
                                                               butterflies              sparked                   together by  
                                                                 a gap                     sparker                       of Art  
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                                        Perreault’s favorite activity               as a ch                ild was staring at things:  
                                     Reading: John Perreault’s first          job was             picking blueberries on a blue 
                                  berry farm: John Perreault’s mothe      rwas born        in Springfield: Massachusetts:  
                               USA: John Perreault’s father was born   in Springf     ield: Massachusetts: USA: as a child  
                              John Perreault lived in New York City:  USA: The J   ersey Shore: Asbury Park: New Jersey: 
                             USA:  Belmar: New Jersey: USA: Nep  tune: New J  ersey: USA: As a child John Perreault 
                            loved the ocean: Now: John Perreault   lives in New York City: As an adult John Perreault 
                           loves the ocean: John Perreault’s favorite animal is Dog: John Perreault’s favorite idea is that 
                           the universe is a gigantic machine for making poetry: John Perreault’s favorite object is a flat  
                            stone he found on the beach: John Perreault hassearned his living as an art critic: Curator: Poet: 
                             Artist. From 1966 to 1974 John Perreault was the art critic for the Village Voice and then 
                               from 1975 to 1983 the senior art critic and art editor at the Soho News. John Perreault’s 
                                writings on art have appeared in Art In America: Artforum: And numerous art journals 
                                 and anthologies. From 1978 to 1981 he was the president of the American section of 
                                   the international association of art critics. In 2002 John Perreault won the Penny Mc 
                                      Call Foundation award for art criti  cism. No      w retired: As it were: John Perreault 
                                       earns a little by writing about art:   The aim        of the art of John Perreault is to 
                                          mend the world: The aim of the    life of John  Perreault is to mend the world: 
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                                                                                                                                               J   o   h   n 
                                                                                                                                                Perreault 
                                                                                                                          was born on 
                                                                                                                                        August 26:  
                                                                                                                                                1937: At 
                                                                        S   t. V I n c ent’s Hospital: New York           C i t y :  N             ew York: USA: John Perrea u l  t’   s 
                                                                          f   a  v o rite activity as a child was st            aring at          things: Reading: John Perrea u l  t’   s 
                                                                            f   i  r s t job was picking blueberries o       n a blueb     erry farm: John Perreault’s mo t h  e   r 
                                                                             w   a  s b o rn in Springfield: Massachus  etts: USA : John Perreault’s father was bo r  n   i   n 
                                                                             S   p  r I ngfield: Massachusetts: USA: as a child John Perreault lived in New Yor k C i  t   y: 
                                                                            U   S  A: T he Jersey Shore: Asbury Park: New Jersey: USA:  Belmar: New Jerse  y: U  S   A: 
                                                                             N   e  p t u ne: New Jersey: USA: As a child John Perreault loved the ocean: N o w: J o  h   n 
                                                                              P   e  r r eault lives in New York City: As an adult John Perreault loves the ocea n: J o  h   n 
                                                                             P   e  r r eault’s favorite animal is Dog: John Perreault’s favorite idea is that the univ e r  s   e 
                                                                           i   s   a g igantic machine for making poetry: John Perreault’s favorite object is a flat s t o  n   e 
                                                                           h   e f o und on the beach: John Perreault has earned his living as an art critic: Curator: P o  e   t: 
                                                                         A   r  t I st. From 1966 to 1974 John Perreault was the art critic for the Village Voice and th  e   n 
                                                                          f   r  o m  1975 to 1983 the senior art critic and art editor at the Soho News. John Perrea u l  t’   s 
                                                                           w   r  I t ings on art have appeared in Art In America: Artforum: And numerous art jour n a  l   s 
                                                                           a   n  d  a nthologies. From 1978 to 1981    he was the     president of the American secti o n   o   f 
                                                                             t   h  e I n ternational association of art      critics. I        n 2002 John Perreault won the Penny   M   c 
                                                                             C   a  l l  F o u n d a tion award for art       criticism.         Now ret ire d:  A s  i t w e r e: J o  h   n 
                                                                                                                                                Perreault 
                                                                               e   a  r n s a little by writing of art:         The aim of          the art of John Perreault I s   t   o 
                                                                                  m   e  n d the world: The aim of the    life of John      Perreault is to mend the w o r  l   d: 
                                                                                        A   n  d  now I will say farewell to you: And I will sing of another kind  m  a   n 
                                                                                          o  f   A rt far seer over the huge gap in existence between the art that is p  r   o 
                                                                                        d  u  c e d and the art that gets the furious attention that comes and goes l  i  k   e 
                                                                                        a   s  p o tlight shooting around a dark cave packed with art works art sh i r  k   s 
                                                                                        a   r  t s harks art larks art geniuses art meany uses art gawkers art haw k e  r   s 
                                                                                           a   r  t s creamers art beamers art ravers art favors art payers art na y o  r   s 
                                                                                                a   r  t p erception meditators art reception hesitators art phon y si g   h 
                                                                                                  b   l  a n ds art coney islands 15 second art stars and 15 sec o  n   d 
                                                                                                    r   e  a l f arts and sublime miracles of life pretending th e y  ’r   e 
                                                                                                    j   u  s t p lain humans like    br ight   butterflies turnin g I n  t  o 
                                                                                                       d   a  r k  moths and da      rk moths    turning into br i g  h   t 
                                                                                                     b   u  tterflies sparked          together        by a painterly g  a   p 
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                     NOTES:      
 
 
 
              " The poetry in poetry is what cannot be summarized or made into a précis. Who said 
                 that?  Well, whoever did was certainly right. 
                 Some help: The shape of the poem is the versification that thwarts intended meanings 
                 just  enough to allow the "truth" that inspiration creates. And here is my illustration of this: 
 
                 The distance between intentions and expression is the tension that is the inspiration for  
                 living words in a poem as opposed to whatever it is you thought you wanted to say for 
                 yourself in your newest butterfly-shaped poem 

 

                             became: 

 

 
                                            The                dis- 
                                          tance              betwe 
                                       en inten            tions and 
                                      expression        is the tent 
                                      ion that is the inspiration for 
                                   living words in  a   poem  as op 
                                       posed    to  whatever it is  
                                         you thought  you wanted  
                                            to say for   yourself in 
                                             your new     est moth-  
.                                              shaped       poem 
                                                  about         me  " 

                                                                                  — John Perreault: Arts Journal: September 21: 2006 
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